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From the Helm

Thank you for being a part of our SCEF com-
munity.  Your monetary support has once again 
exceeded prior years.  We thank each of you for 
our great success and thank you in advance for 
your continued patronage as we embark on what 
we hope will be another groundbreaking year. 

SCEF funded more than $48,000 worth of grants to teachers, stu-
dents and community groups over the past 12 months. All schools 
benefited from these grants.  Our annual auction and cocktail par-
ty was a great success and raised over $60,000.  We thank those 
who attended and who share in our vision and goals allowing us to 
positively impact the South Country School District.

We hope to continue to expand the union between SCEF and 
the SCSD as it is important to our success.  Our contributions fuel 
their accomplishments and the strong alignment with the school 
district helps us have a positive impact on students, teachers and 
our schools.  The SCEF Board, Community Advisory Council and 
the Auction Committee also continue to evolve and grow with 
each year that passes.  I would like to thank these members who 
work successfully to execute our efforts.

Recent grants enabled by you have supported students par-
ticipating in the areas of business, science and the arts in such 
venues as Future Business Leaders of America and the Virtual 
Enterprise International Youth Business Summit.  Oceanography, 
ecology, community life skills, culinary arts, 3D design, printing, 
woodworking and forensic archaeology are all subjects in which 
our students have been involved at the SCSD schools.  

The majority of our grant money is raised at the annual sum-
mer cocktail party and auction.  We hope, however, that as our 
work goes on throughout the year, donors will think of us year 
round as we strive to keep a steady flow of educational opportuni-
ties present in district classrooms.

Please visit our website (scefonline.org) for a full listing of pro-
grams we have funded.  We wish you a joyous Holiday Season and 
hope you include SCEF in your year-end giving.    —frank lento   
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Vanderbilt Planetarium’s Traveling 
Classroom, “Discovering the Universe”  
Visits Kreamer Street

Thanks to funding provided by the South Country Education 
Foundation, third grade teachers and the students at Kreamer 
Street Elementary School had the amazing opportunity to view 
Vanderbilt Planetarium’s Traveling Classroom exhibit “Discovering 
the Universe”.  The exhibit offers an innovative experience help-
ing to elicit excitement in learning and to enhance the classroom 
instruction.  Provided by the planetarium it is a traveling outreach 
program designed to bring unique educational experience to 
students with hands-on interactive activities.  Various modules 
represent different aspects of how astronomers acquire knowledge 
of the universe.  These modules represent Light, Telescopes, Digi-
tal Imaging, the 3-D Universe and Gravity. “The exhibit provides 
curriculum enhancing the district’s continual focus on the Com-
mon Core Standards.”  (visit www.southcountry.org  for full article)



2     South Country Education Foundation

Our 17th annual Auc-
tion and Cocktail Party 
was held again at the 
beautiful bayside home 
of Richard and Chan-
tal Berman.   This year’s 
event is made possible 
through the generosity 

of the Berman family and our event sponsors Knapp/Swezey Foun-
dation, Brookhaven Memorial Hospital and South Shore Wines and 
Liquors. We would also like to thank all  the local merchants and 
individuals who volunteered their time and services supplying hors 
d’oeuvres, auction items and much, much more.  
     Thanks to photographer Elfe Marschall, presently interning at Long 
Island Pulse magazine, the Auction and Cocktail party was featured in 
the September 2015 edition of Pulse.

BHS Prepares Business Students 
for the Workplace

Bellport High School Virtual Enterprise students along with teach-
ers Mrs. Sheila Smith and Mrs. Camille Masem traveled to Man-
hattan to participate in the Virtual Enterprise International Youth 
Business Summit and Trade Show.  In this class, which is in its 
third year at Bellport High School, students report to “work” daily 
simulating a real internet based business.  
    The students have operated a virtual business Savor the Flavor 
Specialty Foods, Inc. and created a website www.savortheflavorve. 
com. They have prepared invoices, created brochures and a cata-
log and whatever it takes to assist them in making sales over the 
internet and at their trade show booth.  

2016 SCEF CALENDAR OF EVENTS
We thank the community for its generous support of previous SCEF annual auctions and hope you will take notice below so as not to miss 

2016’s auction and additional cultural events:
OPERA AND MORE, an afternoon recital in the spring at Old South Haven Presbyterian Church, Brookhaven 

18TH ANNUAL COCKTAIL PARTY AND AUCTION on Saturday, July 9th, 2016 from 5 pm to 7:30 pm in Bellport 

GRANT RECEPTION on Thursday, June 9th from 3:30-5:00pm

Please check our website  ww.scefonline.org  for up-to-date information

What We Do  

SCEF is an independent, not-for-profit 
organization committed to improving 
educational opportunities for all students 
in the South Country School District by: 

• Giving education grants (upwards 
of  $48,000 for the 2015 grant cycle) 
• Supporting our cultural and edu-
cational committees: Becker/Gambles 
Music Fund, Martin Luther King 
Foundation and Students 4 Art
• Partnering with the Boys and Girls 
Club and Knapp/Swezey Foundation 
for the 5th grade YMCA Swim Program
• Offering professional development grants
• Presenting concerts for the SCSD community

Students interacted with “workers” from around the world includ-
ing Austria, Bulgaria and Indonesia as well as many states across 
the country.  Bellport High School placed 6th out of hundreds 
in the website competition! At the trade show, our “customers” 
enjoyed product samples provided by Mrs. Masem’s Culinary Arts 
classes.  Many thanks to the South Country Education Founda-
tion for their support with this event.  The International Trade 
Show is the culminating activity for Virtual Enterprise; a new 
work-based learning Business Class preparing students for college 
and the workplace.

Some of the 
2014 and 2015 
Grant Recipients 
  enjoying their 

party last May

Bellport High School’s Virtual Enterprise students were featured 
on Long Island News Radio (103.9) http://linewsradio.com on Sat-
urday, October 10, 2015 and you can listen to the program by 
going to this site: 

https://soundcloud.com/jvcbroadcasting/spotlight-school-bellport-part-
1-10-10?in=jvcbroadcasting/sets/spotlight-on-long-island-schools
   

    and/or to this site:
   

https://soundcloud.com/jvcbroadcasting/spotlight-school-bellport-part-
2-10-11?in=jvcbroadcasting/sets/spotlight-on-long-island-schools

Bellport High 
School Virtual 

Enterprise Class 

SCEF Annual Auction Raises Over $60,000 



The SCEF community of donors and contributors continues to exceed our expectations and we thank you for 
your support of the students in the South Country School District.  Over $60,000 was raised in the 2015 
school year and these donations were utilized to fund extremely worthwhile grants enhancing student learn-
ings and experience in all the South Country schools.  Please take a moment to be proud of your contribu-
tions which continue to fuel our positive reach and impact in our community.  We offer thanks to each of you 
and hope your generosity will continue to support South Country Education Foundation in the year to come.

2015 SCEF DONORS  

Dr. Amr Abdelaziz and  
  John Calcagno 
Adesa Long Island
Adventureland
John and Connie Albin 
Jack and Barbara Antos
Apple Honda
Rita and Elliott Auerback 
Matilda and Worth Austin, Jr. 
Auto Body Gallery
Avinos Italian Table
Victoria and Arthur Rose 
Victoria Azara, PhD. 
Elaine Bacalla
Edward Bank and Steve Narker 
Debbie and Bob Barkley 
Luisa and Alan Baume 
Diane and Gary Bavosa
Susan Beckect and Frank Derosa 
Susan Belcher, Belle Shear 
Bellport Arts and Framing 
Bellport Cold Beer and Soda 
Bellport High School
Bellport High School PTSA 
Bellport Jewelers
Bellport Middle School
Bellport Middle School PTA 
Bellport Stationery
Dr. Richard and Chantal Berman 
Donald Bernstein and  
  Jo Ellen Finkel 
Frances and Herbert Bernstein
Julia Binnington 
Bloomin Haus
Karen and Jamie Blumenthal
Kayla Boccia
James Bonomo and William Struyk 
Bowl Long Island
Boys and Girls Club of Bellport
Brickhouse Brewery
Nelson and Marybeth Briggs 
Elena Brodie-Kusa 
Brookhaven Free Library 
Brookhaven Elementary PTA 
Brookhaven Memorial Hospital 
Nicole Brown
Gary and Lynn Brown
Brown’s Jeep Chrylser Dodge Ram 
Dana Buchman and Tom Farber 
Kathryn Buck and Steve Cannella 
Helen Budny
Andrew Budris and Ellen Hoffman 
Carol Burns
Café Costello 
Café Gia
John Calcagno
Ann Cameron and Rich Hermann 
Peter and Marilyn Capizzi
Kate Carmel
Cascading Joy, LLC  
Tara Cataldo
Virgina Reylek Cayey
Chachama Grill
Dr. Robert and Judy Chernaik
Chris Calhoun Agency
Carol Chester,  
  Ocean Rich Distributors Inc.
Mike and Michele Chiaramonte
Peter and Marilyn Cisek
Jennifer and Pete Clement 
Jean Coakley 
CoDanceCo, Inc.
Michael Cohen
Complete Rehab and Sport 
Lisa Conk
Steven Contreres
Art Cooley
Joy Cordery
Thomas and Rosemary Cornell 
Bob Costanza,  
  Bellport Tennis Center

Kathy Seff
Regina Seltzer
Tom Skilton
Warren and Patty Smith
C. Lewis and Mickey Snead 
Harold and Melanie Snedcof 
South Bay Art Association 
Dave Flamenbaum,  
  South Shore Wines 
Rhoda Sparrow
Spicy’s Restaurant
Spring Hill Suites by Marriott 
Larry and Eileen Sribnick, Bellport.com
Irene Stahman
Joyce Stanley 
Jeanne Steck 
Cheryl Steinhauer
Darcy and Alan Stevens 
Sheldon and Florence Stiefeld 
Dava and John Stravinsky 
Sunset Harbour
Doug Steigerwald, Long Island 
  Flower Garden
Norman and Bonita Sutin 
Swezey Fuel Co. Inc.
Dana Swift 
Meghan Swift
Shirley and Charles Swift
Swiftway Beer and Soda 
Fran Tabone
Maggie Tapler
Dr. Jerome and Priscilla Knapp Teich 
Monica and Eric Tetuan,  
  Production Glue
The Bellport Restaurant
The Cheese Patch
The Georgetown Company 
The Oar Steak & Seafood Grill 
The Rinx
The Spa at Bellport 
Titus Kana Photography     
Tola, Alison Buck
Tom of South Country Cleaners
Patricia Trainor and Taylor Alfonso 
Mary Trentalange
James and Caroline Tripp 
Dwight Trujllo,  
  Bellport Village Silversmith 
Terry and Joanne Tuthill 
John and Lorelei Tuthill 
Carol Tvelia
John Vander Zalm,  
  Vander Zalm Greenhouse 
Claudia Van Florcke 
Fred and Marna Varney,  
  Varney’s Restaurant 
James Vaughan
Franck Verhaeghe and Tom Bugenhagen 
Verne W. Critz PTA
Dr. Nicholas Vittoria 
John Clark Walker 
Duane and Myrle Wall 
Walt Disney World
Paul and Mindy Warner 
Doug and Cynthia Watson 
We Do Windows
Stephen and Sigrid Weinstein 
Carol Weitner
Paul Werkle, Werkle Agency Inc. 
Eugene and Colette Girard Westhoff 
Ralph and Virginia Weston
John Wiecks and Carl Hedin
Graheme Williams and Suzanne Smith
Tom and Ellen Williams
Tom and Barbara Wright  
Trudie Wrigley
Kerry Young
Michael Young and Leslie Carroll 
Chuck and Karen Zahradka
Frank and Deborah Zampariello
Gary and Diane Zanazi
Andrew Zimmerman and 
  Maureen Veitch

  

David Cox and Martine O’Connor 
Cradle of Aviation
Creative Ministries
Robert and Marguerite Crowley 
Crown Graphics
Linda Cullen
Brian and Mary Jane Cullen 
Thomas and Kathleen Cullen 
Gloria Cummings
Thomas and Lynn Curley 
Susan and Leonard Daconto 
Rich and Kathie Dallin 
Chuck and Marna Davis 
Jeff Davis
Robert and Janet Nolan,  
  Deer Run Farms
Cecile Defforey
Kathy and Dennis Desmond 
Rocco Devito
John Dietz
Kala DiGiacomo 
Lilliam DiGiacomo 
John DiNaro 
Amanda Diolosa 
Lisa DiSanto 
David Dixon
Joseph and Margaret Doran 
Lorettta and John Drew 
Mary Durham
David Ebner
Edible Arrangements 
Gil and Frankie Edwards 
Dr. Frank Egan
Susan and Stanley Esikoff 
Donna and Bob Esp 
Virginia Everitt
Seth and Sara Faison 
Suzette Fandale
Andrea and Marty Fassman 
Samantha Fassman 
Marjorie Feeney
Melissa and Craig Fels 
Charles Ades Fishman 
Roberta Fishman
Karen and Kevin Fittinghoff 
Charles and Barbara Flagg 
Dave Flamenbaum, 
  South Shore Wines and Liquors
Anna Lou Fletcher
Patricia Foley
Eric and Brenda Forsyth 
Bill and Joanna Fowler 
David Freiman
Carl Friedberg and Jessie Hartland 
Barbara Gallagher
Ann Gassner 
Gateway Performing Arts Center 
  of Suffolk County 
Beverly Geiger
Gene’s 112 Auto Service Center 
Helen Geraghty
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Giani 
Angela and Rick Giannotti 
Keri and Tim Gimpel 
Lloyd Gittler
Claire Goad
Governs Comedy Club
Jane Graham and Jack Moter 
Dr. Joseph Graskemper 
Richard and Eileen Green 
Willam and Carol Griffith
Steve and Pat Gross
Susan Grude
Jim and Lauretta Haag 
Mary P. Haines
Golbert and Barbara Halpin 
Hamlet Organic Garden
Ronald and Evonne Hammond 
Harbor Crab Restaurant
Laura Haverty
Mary Hawkes
Anne Hayes and David Smith 
Joseph and Elaine Hendrie 

Carol Herrmann
Joel Hershey, MD and Roy Eddey
Joan Hodgson 
Gene Hoffman and Sue Burbol
Irene Hollman
Ed and Katrina Hughes 
Huntington Toyota
Peter Hutchings and 
MarthaWolfgang 
Jai Imbrey
Intrigue Salon
Willam and Angela Jansen 
Jeff Johnson,  
  Jefferson Tent Rental
June Johnson 
Mary and Chris Joinnides
Dorothy Jones
Eddie Jones 
Daryl Jordan and Herman 
  Washington 
Ted Kamoutsis and Mario Rodiquez 
Karl Ehmer’s  
  Pork Store of Patchogue
Roberta and Brad Karp
KB’s Burger Shack
Sue Kinsey 
Jo Keim
Knapp/Swezey Foundation, Inc.
Barbara and Edward Knowles 
Jane Kober
Barbara Kouts
Kreamer St. Elementary PTA 
Kreamer St. Elementary Staff 
Kreb Cycle, Chris Joinnides 
Dana Kudreyko
La Magharita Pizzeria 
Edgar and Robin Lampert 
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Latimer 
Casey Leach
Lynn and Michael Leistman 
Gina Lento
Frank and Diane Lento 
Lynn and Michael Lerardi 
Pamela and Tom  Lerner
Alan and Gail Levenstein 
Stuart and Harriet Levine 
George and Kathleen Loizides 
Long Island Advance
Long Island Children’s Museum 
Long Island Maritime Museum 
Jane Love
Margie Ludewig 
Margie Ludlam
Tom and Consuelo Ludlam
Eben W. Ludlow
Frances and Herbet Magurno 
Brian Mahon and Alice Phillips 
Natalie Maida
Mama Lisa Restaurant 
Juliette Marotta 
Nancy Marr
Elfe Marschall
Geof and Angela Marschall
Dr. and Mrs. George Marschall 
Martha Clara Vineyards
Helen Martin 
Jane Maust
Roger and Nicole May 
Madison May
Anna Lou McClure
Courtney and Riley McDonough 
Rona and Ian McKechnie 
Marilyn McKeown
Martin McMillan 
James McPeak
Charles and Anne Meinhold 
Mercedes Benz of Rockville Center 
Al and Elaine Messina
Mike’s Ragtime Pizza
Lousie and Rob Miller
Clyde Mitchell and  
  Maureen Donovan
Michael Mizrahi and Jeff Davies

Mary and Ben Mojallali
Steve and Robin Montick
Gary and Jane Muhrcke 
Michael and Hwasoon Mullaney 
MVP Automotive
Glen Nathan
Joann Neal Nancy Norman 
Catherine Oberg 
Hollly Obernauer
Thomas O’Brien and Dan Fink  
Veronica O’Neil
Steve Orluck and Donald Callahan
Otto Lohwasser, Greenhouses of
  Manorville
Tom and Elles Oversluizen, 
  Painters Restaurant
Pamela Lerner Antiques 
Panera Bread
Jamie Papandrea,  
  Papa Nick’s Pizza 
Angelica and Clyde Parker 
Cynthia Parry
Emily Parry 
Stacy Patanjo
Robert and Mary Pearce 
Glenn Perryman
Petite Pets of Patchogue 
Diane and Gary Petitit
Reverend Tom Philipp 
Alice Phillips
Debi and Greg Pilger 
Sean and Jill Pilger
Pocono Raceway 
Ken Poli
Jean Pokorny
Matt and Jill Porter,
  Porters on the Lane
Richard and Alice Quinn 
Veljko and Jelena Radeka 
Alonzo and Margaret Rand 
Lisa and Marc Rauch  
Sarah Rauch
Bob Raymond
George and Delis Remien 
John Renninger
Abigil Rentas 
Johanna Reyes
Benjamin Rice and Julia Fahey 
Lealand Richard
Richard York Shoes  
Don and Carol Rieb
John and Kathleen Rionda  
Joseph P. Roberge
Barry and Deborah Rockwell 
Walter Roe
John J. and Robin Young Roe 
Grace Rogas
Patsy Rogers, Rohr Auto Works
Karl and Annie Rohrmeier 
Nathan Rohrmeier
Grace Rojas
Jeannie and Ed Rojas 
Pete and Diane Romano
Denise Rondeau Danielle Rose
Robert and Pamela Rosenberg 
Isabella Rossellini
Annie Rowland
Steve and Beth Rowley 
Marilyn Runyan 
Marissa Rupolo
James and Elizabeth Ryan 
Emily Salamone
Lorena Salcedo-Watson
Dr. Sanford and Elaine Lacks 
Jeffrye and Gabriela Scharpf
Maya Schindler
Reinhardt Schuhmann and  
  Ellen Clyne 
Raanan Schul
Carol Schwartz and Bob Sills
James Scordamaglia and  
  Katherine Wheelock 
Ken Searles, Searles Graphics 



South Country Education Foundation, Inc.
P.O. BOX 512, BELLPORT, NEW YORK  11713-1502

The foundation is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization committed
to improving opportunities for all students in the South Country
school district.  Its mission is to promote educational initiatives
by providing supplemental financial support for projects and 
programs that fall outside of the District budget.

HELP US INVEST IN THE FUTURE OF OUR CHILDREN

South Country Education Foundation, Inc.

board of directors

Frank Lento, President
Barbara D. Knowles, Vice President

Nancy Marr, Corresponding Secretary
Donna Esp, Recording Secretary

Andrea Fassman, Treasurer

Chantal Berman 
Richard Berman

Elena Brodie-Kusa
Alison Buck
Art Cooley

Kathie Dallin
Lilliam Di Giacomo

Bill Griffith
Wil Jansen

Daryl Jordan

Ken Searles
Dava Stravinsky

Cheryl Steinhauer
Sheldon Stiefeld

Fran Tabone
Ceci Tripp

Terry Tuthill
Gene Westhoff

Thomas Williams
Kerry Young

Sue Daconto
Andrea Fassman

Robin Young Roe
Diane Zanazzi

Geof Marschall
Nicole May

Catherine Oberg

Pamela Lerner
Louise Miller

Mary Mojallali
Michael Mullaney
Jamie Papandrea

Joann Neal
Greg Pilger

Leigh Powell
John J. Roe, III
Karl Rohrmeier

2015 APPEAL ISSUE

Frank Lento, Editor 
Susan Daconto, Andrea Fassman, Nicole May, Nancy Marr, Editors

Robin Young Roe, Dava Stravinsky,  Diane Zanazzi, Contributors
Barbara D. Knowles, Design and Production

Searles Graphics, Printer

Dr. Joseph Giani, Superintendent, ex officio member
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community advisory council

WE CANNOT REACH OUR GOALS 
WITHOUT YOUR HELP

OUR END OF YEAR PLEA:

HELP US REACH HIGHER!
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    phone     e-mail 

  Make your tax-deductible checks payable to: 
   South Country Education Foundation, Inc. 

  P.O. Box 512, Bellport, NY  11713-0512
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or pay by credit card
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